New Concept in India

Taurus is 5 Star for those who are
passionate for outdoors,not for those
who seek 5 Star comforts.

The best logistical support that one
needs for outdoor travel and outdoor
photography! The most innovative
way to travel the magnificent parts
of India & explore its cultural
treasures with your cameras.

Savour the Flavour of
New Experience

A New Experience!

Imagine enjoying a different kind of
holidays, one of a kind. Offers locales
which are away from the crowd and
pollution, in the lap of Mother Nature. We
ensure you get “quality time” together as
family, friends and couples for romance in
wilderness.

1st Time Ever in India -
Indigenous

experience ECSTASY to the hilt

Our programs are special and unique in
every aspect, full of excitement and
satisfaction, with unlimited FLEXIBILITY &
FREEDOM’

Connecting Moments of
your Life

Quality Time

TAURUS IS A SPECIAL TRANSPORT ... to
deliver YOU to the invisible cosmic world
within you ... Offers romantic travel to the
bewitching sight of Himalayas, sand
dunes, secluded beaches where you hear
sounds to sooth your soul, colours and
taste of vibrant cultures ... connecting you
to the hypnotizing moments that ordinary
travellers and photographers dont get to
experience.

Complete Mobile
Camping Concept!

- It's the Game Changer

Conceptualised and steered by experts,
hard-core outdoor travellers (they have
logged 165,000 kms in their self-made
caravans in India, unparalleled fete for an
Indian), photographers and wildlife
experts (those who have globe trotted in
pursuit of new species).

Supporting Nature & Social
Commitments

Life with responsibilities is meaningful

Part of the proceeds go to

support Mission: Nature Conservation
Through Tourism & Photography. You not
only get a wonderfully unique experience
where you taste pure rejuvenation in real,
but you become Green Ambassadors and
champions for the cause, without any
extra cost added to the tariff of your
expeditions.

1.Eco-friendly Tourism with least impact on environment
2.Sustainable Tourism with benefits to local communities

www.greendotexpeditions.com



http://greendotexpeditions.com/taurus-customised-for-outdoors-and-photography/

Capt Suresh Sharma
Founder of Green Dot Expeditions

Designer, Fabricator, Caretaker, Photographer,Driver and Cook
of Taurus

With outdoor experience of 35 years, 6 years of active service with
the Indian Army, 18 months of battlefield, odometer 165,000 kms
over 19 years of passionate caravaning - an unparalleled feat for any
Indian in India, travel photography published in international
publications, contributed to the creation of two wildlife
documentaries for the National Geographic Society, USA, two
prestigious coffee table books (“The Indian Army - An lllustrative
Overview” and “LEGACY OF A LEGEND” MiG-21 in The Indian Airforce
- lllustrated Testimony of a Reticent Air Warrior), 29 years of quality
tourism ops, champion of the “cause of the green”, self-funded
SAVING INNOCENT SNAKE & IGNORANT PEOPLE for 22 years. Our
Team Leader Capt Suresh Sharma has wide variety of experiences
from various fields, now he is a sought after consultant for
experiential tourism, caravans, camping, how to earn freedom from
9 to 5 job - convert your passion into your profession, photography,
travel, etc.

Dr.Rajbir Kaur, a qualified homeopathic doctor, is a soulmate who
juggles motherhood with the life of adventure as a team member.
Their lives have been enriched by their shared experiences and has
supported each other through their common passion, from handling
snakes for the photo-sessions with Captain.

Suresh and his wife Rajbir have designed and custom built two
caravans (RVs) themselves and has clocked more than 165,000 km
with family and friends in their home on wheels for almost 19 years,
which they fondly named ‘Kingcobra’ and Taurus'. The couple has
now founded the “GREEN DOT EXPEDITIONS' and introduced a new
concept of overlanding in India, built India's first luxury overland
truck named TAURUS (“Mobile Camping” an RV - recreational vehicle)
to take serious photographers and adventurers to exotic locales to
explore local culture what others don't get to see, freeze and frame
their live experiences, offering vanlife, campervan holidays. They
presently live in Chandigarh with their two children.

Capt Suresh Sharma is fondly addressed by friends as 'CAPTAIN', is
the one who has given shape to his dreams and has lived with them
- accrued the traits of a true leader. Has lived like a free bird who
could not be caged by the worldly compulsions. Meandering around
like a snake, knowing no boundaries, Suresh makes anyone envious
with his life style and the life he has lived. Spirit of the outdoors and
adventure got him to the army, but again hung his boots to explore
“Life" unconditionally.

A man with courage to live life on his terms, which most people find
difficult in India. Suresh has dedicated his life to the pursuit of
photography as a passion, which he is exploiting as his tool to
disseminate awareness about nature conservation and snakes.
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Photographer of the two prestigious coffee table books
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Alter keaving the Army in
1900, the former ariilberyman
b devoted b
spmeading ow about o
threatencd en el anel en:
dangened wildlife. S0 on june ¥,
swhich s the Wrld En
Doy, last year, he laun
Srnke Cell, Rt what atiracis
him to snakes? “They are the
moat dresded of all reptdes and
nobody knoua how 1o handle
them,” be explains. “And the
scare i mainly because there™s
no auikentic information on
snakes. Apart from that, ihere
are the myths propagated by
Bollywood films ay well as iraddi-
tian snake-charmers.”

To mark the burch of the
cell. Sharma also organised &
quiz for studenis and screenod
Snake Bite, the documentary
filened by the celcbrated snale-
man, Romulus Whitaker, direc-
{or of the Chennai: based Cen-
tre for Herpetology. “The flm

AN ILLUSTRATED OVERVIEW

Coffee Table Book - Indian Army

LEGACY OF A LEGEND

MIG-21 1M THE 1NDIAM AIR ﬁﬂ?‘.t[

TLUSTRATED TESTRAONY OF A RETRCENT Al
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Coffee Table book - MiG 21
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has appreciated the work of
Capt Suresh Sharma

In the Army, he was taught to vanquish fear. Today,
having taken premature retirement, he's busy ridding
peaple of their irrational fear of snakes. RATHI A, MENON
Suresh Sharma, Chandigarh’s snakeman
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“They are the most dreaded of all reptiles
and nobody knows how to handle them.
The scare is mainly because there's no
authentic information on snakes.”

SURESH SHARMA, Chandigaiti’s snakeman

with front page features to numerous pages

CHARMED LIFE: Sharma with voluntear Rajblr Kaur | sboval;
and sducating schoabehlidren about snakos
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programmes chalked out with
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sarsaritand, He's even been
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Han programmes,
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ming: the rehabilitation of
snake charmers and the train-
img of tribal youth in the Kanha
and  Bandhavgarh national
parks. “You have to win the
snake-charmers over and make
them reakise you wish them
wiell,” be saya. Tt's his frequent
visits 10 the colomies of snake-

charmers near Chandigark that
rakes thim loek upe
i i aclversary.
ma-three volunieers

trying to find alier
of tvelibood for the
*Thi: junghe is the
managed sysiem, for beaits are
mcire well-behuryed than most -
mannered  haman  beings”
minining Sharma. His message
is simple: nature in Candagth
leave it alone. Research alone
cannot save the enyironment.
What's required i3 people’s
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SNAKE CELL

in Praiae of Snakes
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raphy tour like no other. A sand-
coloured exterior painted with
leaves eamouflages the hi-tech
‘caravan in-the-making that would take
eight participants on expeditions across
Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh and parts
‘of coastal India.
This eustom-made caravan will have
a seating eapacity of 15. Tt will also have
bunker beds, a kitchen and toilet and be
fully air-conditioned. It will also have
rooftop tents and a new concept of tray
tents. A large LED monitor would dis-
play slide shows and help in communi-
cation in field locations, The vehicle will
aleo carry Elinchrom strabes and acces-
sories to set up an outdoor studio. Ve-
hiclex simﬂarromsuneamusedhy tonr
companies in the West and in Africa;
And Captain (retd) Suresh Sharma,
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Capt' in Pla

jon through'tourism
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znakes, On my request, one of them
-aanaknohotd but due to fear, I panicked
and dropped it. To get rid of my fear, and
people’s fear and ignorance about snakles,
I'then decided to swap my army baots with
junglchamandamaatrm&ilanjm
operations, 1 left the Army,” e says.
Sharma decided tn];ﬂ:s-us tourism and
photography which hel
for nature conservation, Maoanamusmﬂ
to save snakes, Sharma runs the Snake Cell.
For this service, he to calls by resi-
dents who spot snakes in their houses. He
taptures the reptiles for free and rﬂlcaaes
‘them into the wild, He has rescued 5,
snakes to date. He and his wife, DrRanu

meopathic doctor,

hood with thie ife of adventure, Their lives
have been enriched by their shared experi-
ences and uneonditional support for one

52, fondly addressed as Captain b_v
friénds, is the one-men army behind mﬁ:&mmmm;mwm imelud-
it all. He conceived the Green Dot Ex- ing looking after disabled soldiers, finding
press o take travellers to exotic locales, ‘habitats for snakes lost inurban areas and
mrilhe;;}:n nclw!‘;‘k w;u; other educating people about them,” she says.
ife and photography enthusiasts, Sharma has also made nUmerous presen-
“Wereplicate the Army’s fighting col- tations at the Indian [nstitute OfMam@e—

umn, getting all the support required to

~ ment (Ahmedabad), h-&t:rma] Institute of

rim right there an lacation, in the

mrddle of. action, We are committed méﬂe:d:ﬁ ‘-D:'lhdl:ﬁe Institute urxrks,

ising infrastriacture of quality, on the subject of snake conservation.
g will save energy, time, effort and In'a/custom- <huilt caravan ‘of his own,
T..,;Te"' of photographers :g: wishito Has oyera period of 1 years clocked
ore culture of India through me:uuelakhhnmth}mfmﬂ)'andfnenda
i e b DL esitaTares in his home-on-wheels called King Cabra.
0 mm R “My nature eonservation and education
inthe jungles 6fSri Lanka as a member of e i e s o
funded for 15 years. Tdid raise funds through
the Indfan Peace Keeping Force (IPKF), wildlife tourism package tours, also through

Sharma decided to hang his boots and
panauehmm oconservation,

Dressed in a dungaree, Sharma super-
vises work as his earavan is being built
ata fabrication workshop in Manimajra
Motor Market building. He recalls how it
all gtarted. His love of outdoors and ad-
wventure made him join the Army. “Dur-
ing IPKF operations in Sri Lanka, T met.
researchers who wené making films on
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tours; ['wi
tion so that 1 ean run education programmes
on snakes, print booklets on how to handle
snake b hmamiglwlwmmsusdmh"
“The best way to explore any country is
through a self-sufficient vehicle that has all
‘hasicoomiforts: These tours will be from thoee
days to three weeks in Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh and Coastal India,” he says.

Bonding with

the snakes

b “Vivek Gupta {0 nature conservation and
o Panchiula snake welfare for last many
i it | ! years. Guite frightened for all
e i v 4 il Fdbii A HE 15 still one DItheheEt peo- - the. *Ophidiphobiacs” gt
% T 898 o ey | = ple in ndia for designing and | snakesare his best buddies just
eabiull 7 sl *n fabrication of natural history  Iikefish to the wdnmrsihungn
et e 1 e g .,.:",1,:, ety sets and also designing cine’ 1o thedr mother
0 IR P O A T i o support equipment and con- Such s his bonding with this
R W A i ey Pr g
P D m Araptions for wildlife Alming, - “animal that for the last 15
e o o u"mn 0| -1 Such is his knowledge about  vears, he has been devoting his
- snakes that he can earn lakhs  every hit to demystifving the
e from wildlife fibm projects by myths and misconceptions
oyt bt sk, oy filming these most soughtafter  about snakes and snake bites
e 1 e e W T ) e e limkless reptiles in the world.  and also about the role of
‘*':f,:": LR S k. He indeed worked this for snakes in maintaining ecolog-
S e bair: Mational Geography USA for  ical balance.
e iy ol vl 7 two years in early 9k He ks educating people about
|yt oberm & fowr P oeen o w o £ it b o . L e :
B T e R . T T AR G e e, oveg el th e priged But here 13 this man whe . the prevention of snakebite,
N M o v e n e have already said goodbye to emergencies arising out of it
gt ;::::ﬂ;ﬁmﬁmmM'-mwmw afe T VWA WO a9 everything to keep his envl: “and also the management of
| ow ou SIS Mot s romivy SHPToiNY Wi M et for- vy o s | ronmental erusads alive for  enakebite victim through lec-
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Hiss story

Snakes are much misunderstood creatures, says Thakur Paramjit
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All for love or animals

CHANDIGARH, June 2: More than two
decadesago, hisvillage wasacquired by the
UT Administration for the development of
‘concrete jungles” in Chandigarh and the
houses and Farms there were bulldozed.
Now, CaptSuresh Sharma has comi back to
his native place to spread the message of
wildlife conservation and promaote the love
for animals. |

*"Before we inculcate the love for ani-
mals, wehavie bo remoyve fear towards them,
1 want to convinee people and motivate
them as to hpw every individual can con-
tribute to conserving nature and saving the
animals,"" says the 36-year-old who left the
Army for hisl fetine passion, the love of an-
imals. |

Capt Surdsh was a

aware of how they can contribute in saving
nature,” he says On World Environment
Bay on June 5, he i organising a quiz and
clay-modelling competition at Hotel Mitya
Palace in Sector 35 on wildlife theme
Thediehard wildlife enthusiast does not
Believe that conservation education can be
imflm.ud onpeople.” The messagehas robe
s0 interesting that people want to listen to
you and are educated In thee process,” he as-
serts. But thisis noteasy, so Capt Sharma is
working on a varicty of projects. Presently
baged at Ambala, he has started his work-
shop uider the name of “Eeosense
Souvenirs,” a self-financing venture, to gen-
erate funds o educate people on ecological

conservation,
The souvenirs,

resident of Kanthala vils
lage, which was located
.lﬁ;nr:mt to | the CII
butlding inSedtor31. He
remembers haw his fa-
ther used tobring home
injored  animals  and
treat them, That fs
where [ gatintérested in
willdlifie and itBecamea
vital part of me,” he
says, 1
Capt Sharma who
had gone toSr Lanka as
art of the Indian Peace
eeping Force, used to

Snake cell

Capl Sharma intends to start a
‘snake cell’ in the City, The cell; he
says; will be provided with a tele-

e, Anybody who spots a snake
can ring us up and we will immed)-
ately comeand pick it up. The majori=
ty of the snakes are not poisonous and
arp killed unnecessarily, We are shir-
Ing thie planet with them and the oth-
er animals. They have an equal right
to live too,” he says. He has already
started sucha cell in Ambala,

alldesigned by him,
includeanexclusive
range of atractive
aprier=swelghils,
fl'::ﬁr-knm ers, bot-
te-openers,  letter-
boxes,  jewcllery,
T-ghirts and  on-
velops, all on the
theme of wild-life,
This is not all. Capt
Suresh hasheld dis-
cussionswith senior
officials of Munjab,
Haryana and UT to
St programmes at

nurse sick animals and

purchase tools for his workshop in his free

time. 1 loved the Army, but | could not

have done all that 1 wanted to do for the

cause of animalg with'a regular job,” he
oints out, |

After leaving the Army ‘in 1990, Capt
Sharma worked ot the Madras Crocadile
Bank on an internptional project funded by
a US organisation, Later, he also worked on
the production of the documentary on co-
bras, The Good Snake, produced by The
National Geographic Society, USA.

1 have also Ifw_n engaged in informal
research in the hational parks and the
wildlife sanctuarigs, trying to make out
where have we failed in making people

sopular tonrist
spots like Pinjore Garden, Chhat Bir Zoo
and Sukhna Lake as is the pattern abroad.

“These programmes can include quiz,
painting and clay-modelling competitions,
antakshri, street-plays on wildlife/ But inor-
der to fund these activities, we will need
outléts at thege places where wildlife sou-
venirs can be put up for sale” he says.

Capt Suresh also plans to design a mo-
bile vehicle for conservation edudation “*to
go all. over the country and spread
awareness among students and other
groups free of cost.” He has already organ-
ised various such dctivities in institutes like
M, Ahemdabad, and several medical
colleges. +CN
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Captain Suresh Sharma feeding a kid.
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» 0 another

nature” is engrossed in printing T-shirts
with logos devoted to wildlife. Besides
this, he 15 bringing out a host of daily use
products shaped like animals, The ratio-
nale is simple. “You can't force environ-
mental education on peaple. The bestway
ta involve them is by surrounding them
with objects,/‘messages which constantly
remind themy of nature”. So have a
door knockér shaped like a turtle.
Scribbled along are a couple of lesser
::m:wn facts about the slow-paced crea-
ure. |

Though the response to his range of
products, which include paper w{ﬁghr,
envelopes and even jewellery, has been
fairly warm, yet he rues, "Government-
run bodies and institutes have given mea
cold shoulder.” While his proposal to set
upasouvenir shop atChhatbir Zoological
Park is being considered, his rather
unique idealof organising a weekly envi-

Even when on amission to fight the deadly
guerrillas, Captan Suresh Sharma could not
shake away the lure of nature. NONIKA
SINGH meets aman who left the cause for
another one —dearer to his heart

The Good Smke commissioned
by the National Geographic
Society, he went on to fabri-
cate the natural history sets to
stimulate | patural  habitat
imf;i:!;s. T|'1hat was l-:it::m: for
wildlife photography under
cnntmlleﬁ cumﬁ t lcﬁlg
Incidentally, during the
making of Silen! Valley and
Indian Rain Forest, Sharma and
other members of the team
had caughta 12-feetlong kin
cobra — the deadliest of a
snakeé species. However;
Sharma insists that snakes are
the most misunderstood crea-
tures for they never attack
unless prcwni:ed. To drive
home the paint, he plans to
make a video film and organ-
ise & snake cell during the

ronmental quiz hasnt elicited much
enthusiasm, He avers, "Tourist destina-
tions like Pinjore are the ideal locale to
begin environmental education which
cafi couple leaming with fun. But the
authorities concemed would rather rent
out outlets to vendors, who only add to
the litter and pollute the environment.”
Mot that such apathy detershim.

At a personal level, he reuses
envelopes, plastic bags for “the answer to
environmental degradation is not recy-
cling but generating less trash.” Also, he
never missés an apportunity to help a
cause. Like during his trip to Kanha
National Park, when one of the foreign
visitors refused to lend o pair of binocu-
lats to an expért guide with the refrain “1

ensuing rainy season. Besides
this, he will inform the masses
regarding  different kinds of
anti-venom injections -avail-
able in the market. He is not
100 hafppy with the phrase
“law ofjungle”, forinajungle,
allanimalslive in perfect har-
many and do not harm out of
or lust.

When researching for the
film Ra! Wars. another one for
National Geographic, he dis-
covered myriad aspects of a
rat's life.In a country where,
traditionally, rats connote
Lord Ganesha's vehicle, the rodent is
revered by some, abhorred by others ...

% EARE TPt p- B Y ammils, N\

e fortl ‘into. the light of things let
= be your teacher

In fact, Sharma’s love for nature dates
back to his childhood daz's, when mom-
ather figured as

ing walksalong with his t ! ; de v

William Wordsworth = a ﬁailv must on his schedule, After the 219 eaten by a particular tribal commu- “"f Salch o fnfection”, cue young, aru-

Srilankan tenure, an encounter with e ﬂll‘}é,h o cadar  dwae lhenlo mosoa. -
AR generates either hera-  direetar of Madras Crocodile Park lead to p ']m:‘tm .
ism or heart bumn, Yet aninitiation into snorkelling and the fas- }iiildl}:?{ltﬂﬂr?dnj
strangely enough, - clnation grew into an obsession, The wildlife, Andd

Indian foresis, |
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Hiss... first love

S nakes usually make people’s skin crawl. But
retired Captain Suresh Sharma loves them.
Guns weren't his calling, so he left the army to
start a ‘snake cell’ in Chandigarh. Suresh catches
snakes from people’s houses and leaves them in
the jungle free of cost.

A photographer, he has made a few documen-
taries on reptiles. Suresh, who moves around in his
Tempo Traveller-turned-home called King Cobra,
was in the capital recently to educate school kids
about snakes.
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A one-man mobile snake cell

By Nonika Singh

CDME monsoon  and

romance is in the air. But it's
also the time when serpents
make their presence felt. As
rain fills their "guest house
snakes live in rat holes or ter-
mite mounds — they shift out
to inhabit mother earth, As per
Hindu n‘lylholﬂs}-, snakes are a
revered species, still the fear

nightmare could well translate
into reality.

But don’t panic! So advises
Captain Suresh Sharma, a man
devoted to the cause of envi-
ronment and who lives by the
adage, “The wild life of today
is not ours to dis of as we
please. We have it In trust and
must account for it to those
who come after us”. Sharma's
advice is not mere mouthing of
oft-repeated platitude. A one-
man mobile snake cell, he

Chandigarh Heartbeat

that these slimy creatures
evoke in human mortals is
unparalleled. Though the lush
green vegetation is their natur-
al habitat and Chandigarh is
not really a snake-infested
region, these limbless reptiles
could well slither on to con-
crete areas, in the middle of
your living room. A closed
encounter with the wily ser-
pent? Your worst waking

h Sharma: Tackling the monster head on :::tly

promises to be right there to
tackle the monster head-on,
provided you can page him in
Hme,

{His numbers are listed with
the police control headquarters
too), In a little over a month
{the snake cell came into incep-
tion on June 5 World
Environment Day), he has
already picked up 10 snakes. A
majority of these, of course,

were discovered
gﬁeen oliage like
the PEC and
G.C.G. camy ;

Suresh Sharma
has received calls
from city .resi-
dents and found
snakes in unimag-
inable places like
kitchen, bed-
room... He says
that once a snake
enters the house,
i% no way of
knowing where it

is to deny access
to these reptiles
by keeping doors
and windows
shut, plugging
holes in coolers
more  signifi-
cutting

hedges and bushes to a man-

i%:a le size.

akes are divided into some
2700 species. Their sizes range
from the pencil-long African
thread snake to the 6-metre.
I pythone and anacenda, In
India, cobra, Russel’s viper,
kraits and sawscale viper are
the dreaded species.
Shockingly in Chandigarh, out
of the 10 snakes (later released
into Shivalik Hills) four were
kraits, one of the deadliest
snakes in Asia. The commonl

found species in Chand:’sar;
are Russel's viper, cobra, krait,
Gunther's racer ratsnake,
stri keelback and checkered
keelback,

However, no estimates are
available about the snake pop-
ulation. Sharma recalls, “Before
starting the snake cell, my
friends jeeringly told me there
were no snakes in Chandigarh.
And even | am astonished by
the number of calls (35), | have
received. 1 guess carlier there
was no centralised body where
information on snakes could
seep in."

In all likelihood, people
depended upon snake charm-
ers who for centuries have only
fuelled the myths and added
on to the mystique of these
creatures with lethal fangs.

Snakes do not have the sense
of hearing but pick up vibra-
Hons. This is a well- ey -
entific fact. Yet how many of us
know that snake's vision is
two-dimensional and mono-
chromatic. In a layman’s lan-
guage it implies that a snake
can’t discern between a flat
board surface and a human
being. It identifies its
prey/enemy by their move-
ment (hence the snake’s much
hyped rhythmic dance to the
constantly moving flute). The
best defence against a snake
attack would be to “freeze dead
in your tracks’. But even if you
flee the scene, a snake can’t
chase you like a dog for it has
little idea of the distance sepa-
rating you and his fangs
because of its limited two-
dimensional vision. Eightyfive
per cent of the snakes found are

non-poisonous, yet they kill
more than 20,000 people a year,

Sharma tnforms , “MNo snake
wears a crown. Though cobra
raises its hood, krait is bluish-
black in colour. Russel's viper
hisses like a pressure cooker,
the common man can't differ-

remain on paper

Sharma rues, “So many of us
are oblivious to the fact that
anti=venom serum is available
in the market.” In the future he
plans to organise street shows
to educate the masses.

Indeed, what it that

important link in the ecological
chain of balance, Every snake
cats two to three rats in three
months or so. As each rat
devours roughly 14 kg of foed
grain every year, the signifi-
cance and direct bearing of
snakes on human life cannot be

Helping children quell the fear of snakes

entiate between a peisonous
and a non-venomous snake,
unless he is exposed to the
species through live demon-
stration and orientation pro-
grammes.”

Herein the man who said
ﬁuudby: te uniform to begin

is environmental crusade is
dismayed with the government
response, its lackadaisical
approach and its indifference
towards some of his commer-
cially viable projects. Unlike
other NGOs, he believes in self-
financing and came out with an
innovative venture, Ecosense
Souvenirs. Mevertheless, he is
handicapped by the paucity of
funds. S0 many of the snake
cell's pmpnsl:dvubit-:livcs —
first aid cell, distribution of lit-
erature, interpretation centre,
workshop for doctors etc

prompted him to turn into a
wanderer, picking up snakes
from people’s homes, especial-
ly when there are no financial
incentives involved? He
reveals, “My ultimate aim is to
bring about environmental
awareness. | know that human
beings are selfish. If 1 stand on
a pulpit and start a discourse,
no one would listen to me.
However, if I reach out to peo-
ple in their hour of need, they
will realise | am not a hoax
They will sit up and pay atten-
tion.™

Whether. he succeeds in his
mission — a war against
quelling ophidiphobia {?ea.r of
snakes] — and makes people
realise the beauty of these
‘works of art’, the future will

tell us. But people can be.

reminded that snake iz an

undermined. So our revulsion

.and fear notwithstanding, we

just can’t do without snakes
First aid steps:

1. Tie a cloth tourniquet or
band (but not a thin rope or
rubber) above the bite, but not
too tightly. If bite is on the
hand, te it on the upper arm. If
on the foot/leg, tie it on the

igh.

2. Wound should be gently
cleaned with antiseptic or sim-
ply with water and soap. Avoid
potassium permanganate.

3. Do not make incisions or
cuts around the wound, Let a
skilled doctor handle it.

4. Last but not the least — anti-
venom serum is the only cure.

5. Rush to a hospital.

6. In the event of sighting a
snake, call pager 9612-6401.




apt Suresh Sharma,
photographer & team leader, Snake Cell,
feels that the reptiles are ‘beautiful

creatures

I Jasmine Singh

Suresh Sharma, a wildlife photogra-
pher, team leader, Snake Cell, opens the
conversation with this sentence. Its been a long
association with the reptiles, but the man can
never get enough of them -whether it is about
explaining their lifestyle to the common man,
clicking their pictures in the wild, maling peo-
ple comfortable with the reptiles so that they
can at least showease their bravado by posing
with them; ‘this snake charmer' is ready to bust
any myth that can create misunderstanding
' between man and the reptile, which could spoil
| the equilibrium.
‘- But foremost, don't scare yourself to the
grave when you see this reptile, And why? Dar
Key Aggey Jee! hail Just trying to scare your
scarel This is precisely what Capt Sharma and
his wife Jasbir Kaur do. By the way, Capt Shar-
ma gifted 2 Common Krait to his wife before
~ marriage!
"As a kid, I would accompany my father to
L “mals and birds. Later in life, I was sent to Sri
Lanka as part of Indian Peace Keeping Force
for almost 18 months where 1 developed a lik-
~ ing for snakes, as we were virtually rouping
through the forests,” says Capt Sharma, who
Ew,antsu.stufocusonmesmkaiandwhypm-
Hle cannot bear the sight of this reptile.
The Snake Cell came into being and Suresh
arma had a greater task at hand - impart-
: education on snakes. Absence of informa-
mhcanlead'toanumherofpmblemand
. there were far too many in this case. "Sans the
o barrie, the first reaction on seeing a snake
anic” Capt Sharma shares in a light man-
! ﬁmﬂewﬂup&zhﬁgﬂzwhmﬁw
when they see a snake! T am not trying to
people to become snake handlers, but to
Tande the sation mabuh”
o bgginwith"Snakﬁmnotmmﬁmdm

Please do justice to the snakes," Capt

= L — —

-

d

smaller orientation to attack us," he offers a
short and safe advice.

A wildlife photographer as well, Capt Shar-
ma tries to gather whateverliftle funds they can
by printing t-shirts and through Green Frames.
"Why are we fooling ourselves talking nineteen
to dozen on conservation when the answer lies
in self-sustainability? 1 am not against chop-
ping wood or using paper, but we must make
people sustainable consumers," he says.

And this man, who has crossed the bridge
and been up, close and personal with life on
the other side, can format the beautiful pattern
of snakes, He smiles, "Twenty-five years ago [
would also jump out of the window on seeing
a snake. Now that [ have seen them, lived with
them, taken care of them, I can say they are
beautiful creatures." He carefully chooses his
words to ward off fear of snakes, 'T try and talk
to people who are scared of them, psycholog-
ically pulling them out of their fear trap," he
candidly shares.

The Snake Cell is a self-funded nature con-
servation project for the tricity, commissioned
on the World Environment Day in 1998, at
Chandigarh. Itaims to disseminate vital infor-
mation on the subject - snakes and snakebites
- and the role of snakes in maintaining eco-
Iogical balance. The educational programimies

_ of the Snake Cell have helped people dispel the

myths, fear and hatred for them. Educating
people on how to prevent snakebites, emer-
dencies arising from snakebites and first-aid,
which is vital for treatment, is something that
the Snake Cell site offers.
premises. So far, they have caught as many as
2,000 snakes from houses; often the Common
Kirait (the deadliest Indian snake), which is 15
times miore poisonous than a cobra. “In this
season we get almost 15 calls a day. Earlier, 1
used to get calls in the middle of the night with
callers trying to fool me, however, now they
Jmow it is a serious thing we are dealing with.
But, beautiful," he smiles.
jasmine@tribunemaill.com

- FEA

Disney Brar Talwar

nakes are a species that

never fails to evoke fear in

peaple's minds, But one
man who has weathered all
hardships to stand up for snakes
is Captain Suresh Sharma (retd)
who, in 1988, gave up his job in
Indian Peace Keeping Force in
Sri Lanka and began making
films on snakes for the National
Geographic.

Ten years later, he opened
Snake Cell in Chandigarh, to
disseminate info on snakes and
ways to deal with snakebites,
His utilitarian website,
www.snakecell.com, has now
completed seven years,

"1 felt the need to dispel
myths, fear and hatred that peo-
ple harbour towards snakes who
play an important role in main-
taining the ecological balance,"
says Capt Sharma.

The site has comprehensive
info on different type of snakes
and has links to snake photogra-
phy; besides details of the tours
he takes to the rainforests, The
site also has products for sale, September. "
prepared by Sharma and his
wife Rajbir to garner funds.

"We help people by removing
snakes from their houses and
offices. So far, we have caught
about 950 snakes from resi-

'We provide

and

help 24 hours," he
But the lack of financial sup-

port is demoralising, he says.

Don't worry:
Capt Sharma
also runs a
website and
takes people on
rainforest tours.

Says.

R NO FACTOR-

He saves people from snakes, yet Capt Suresh
Sharma is struggling to sustain his Snake Cell
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Photographers delight

[ & pavwionite photographer
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Let children explore nature: lensman

Then they will understand the issue of climate change, he tells parents

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM

“If you do your work hon-
estly and earnestly, you will
enjoy every bit of it,” said
Capt. Suresh Sharma, wild-
life and nature photographer
who bid adieu to the Indian
Army to follow his passion in
photography and nature
conservation.

He was speaking at a pro-
gramme  organised by
Vishakha Camera Club in as-
sociation with Rotary Club,
Visakhapatnam, at Hawa Ma-
hal on the eve of World Pho-
tography Day here on Friday.

“Today, people are so en-
amoured by gadgets and so-
cial media that they have
very less time to spend out-
doors. P

As responsible parents,

Phut_ogrgpher Suresh Sharma speaking on his experiences on te eve of World Photography
Day, in Visakhapatnam on Friday. sk.r.peepak -

we must let our children ex-

plore outdoors and only

then they will understand his photography works, he
_the issue of climate change, stressed on the criti ol
place and conserve conservation.

nature,” he said. Earlier,

: VCC secretary
Giving a presentation of ‘Suresh

Gorantla, club
founder president B.K. Agar-

ter

Bombay Natural @) Hidory Secity

PRESIDENT
B. G. DESHMUKH
I.A. 5. (Retd)

Ref.No. 2346 /2005

Capt. Suresh Sharma
233, Block - L. GH-2
Shikar Apartments
Sector — 5. MDC
Panchkula — 134109
Harvana
20* Tune, 2005
Dear Suresh,

It was wonderful to meet you in Ambala and to listen vour excellent talk on the
snakes and snakebites. | must say, it was the best talk on this subject which I have
heard. Actually, it was one of the best natural history talks of my tife. You had
presented the subject very beautifully, with the right mixture of natural history.
science and your own experience. | request you that whenever vou are in Mumbai
or Delhi, please let me know so we can arrange vour talk to our members.

Tiny-tots seem to enjoy the feel of a snake during a programme on snakes af Sector 23 Bal Bhavan
i Chandigrah on Friday, — A Tribune photo by Pankaj Sharma

Children's date with snakes

With good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Asad R. Rahmani
Director

Hornbill House, Dr. Slim Ali Chowk, (Opp. Lion Gate), Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road, Mumbal - 400 023,

Tel.: 2282 1811 @ Fax : (91 - 22) 2283 7615 ® Gram : HORNBILL
E-mail - Office : bnhs @ bomd.vsnl.net.in ® Director : bnhs @bom3.vsnl.net.in
Waebsite : www.bnhs.org

Tribune News Service
CHANDIGARH, June § — Edu-
catiomal programmes, Lalks, sthows aexd
plays marked the “Warld Environ-
ment Day’, widch was celebraied in

different parts of the cily with asial |

entfrusiatm

An ceamvironmenial iraining
programme for beachers of vanout
schools was organiced jointly by the
Depariment of Environment, UT Ad.
minisiration, and the Enviroamenial
Maonitoring Inatruments. Division of
the Cemral Scientific Imstraments
Organisation a1 ihe CSI0 complex in
Sector ¥,

The Drinector of e ofgasisstion.
By R.P. Bajpat, said the comservalion
of environment was ihe main jxsue
which was vonfronting the world to:

day,

Mr H.5 Sohal, Direcios,
Envsoiirtisent, gave a detailod accousnt
of vehicular pollution in ke country,
especially st Chandigarh. The train.
ing was attended by 20 teachers
scloctdod fron vafious schools.

The day was celehraied by the
Deparimend of Adull Contimuiag Edu-
catson and he Departmendt of NS5 of
the Panjish Universitly st the Sector 25
Labour Coloay.

Dr C.L. Nerang, Direcior of the

department, said too moch of
prahanisation snd Enduvnalisation
was responsible for enviomnmmental

at 3 fumctson organised
Saie Insiieie of Educaibon,
the imstitube Director, Dt
e, said chat effoctive enve-
ronment education could only be im.
parved by specaally trained wachen
¥ 10 gencrale ConsCIous-
1 healthy envirement
imEmarate the day. 3 play,
“Dhar ki Pukar™ was organised by
the Green Ervironment Clsb s Panjab
Kala Bhawan. Extlicr, the club mem:
bers alin partscipated 1n g rally, which
siaried from ibe Government Central
Crafes Instinale for Women and patsed
through different parts of the ciy

Hemever, theeny iredinent day was
celelrmaied with a differencee & the
Sector 23 Bal Bhavan, whers scoes
of schodlchildren Bad o dsie with
snakes, &% an educational programme
on imakes osgamised by “Eoosense
Saavenirs,” an environmenial
ofganisation. The highlight of the
PIOETEM e was quiz on wnakes and
demansiration of snakes of
negantsation team leader Capt Swresh
Sharma

A documnentary of spake bbics wan

also sereened. Children conld be socn
Feeking the thaill of toushing deffesent
species of snakes benwght foe them by
Captain Skarma, who alwo answered s
nurher of queries

Addrexaing the gatherng, the LT
Chied Wildlite Warden, Mr H.S
Sohal, snd theve was an urgent peed
1o profect snakes, which by and Large
were harmbcss unless divturtsed by the
human bangi “Like tigers, nose of
the mnakes were aggressive, excepl

winis disturbed,” bhe said. He pointed |

Eha muodd |y signims of Saakein e dicd
of fear and not by the poison ax there
were oody fowr groups of venomous
srunles in our coumdry, he added

lIn anciher function crganised by
the Envircnment Society of Iedia at
Khsdda Ali Sker village, mear here,
diesilting opertion of the village pond
was lncted. Dr KK, Garg, Joim
Dizectos, Ministry of Forest, inaugu-
rated ihe opersticn, The society presi-
hent, MrE K. Sharma, saidihe village
poerds were very helpiul tnocobalance
ai they renshed in lowering of tem-
perature in the vicinity.

A semanas bn conpection with the
envirnemend day wai organdsed by
ik Ensiremiment Society of Haryana
& Majri Chowk 2 Paschkila




By Vivel Gupla

He 35 still the hest knowm pro-
lessiganl i Indla for designing
and fabrication of natural his-
tory sats and also designing
cine support squipment and
contraptions for wildiife film-
img. Sueh is his Knowledge
ahout smales that he can aurn
Talhs From wildlifs film prai-
ects by filming the thrilling
Timless repriles of thie wordd,
He worked this for the National
Geographie, USA for beo vears
in thie early @is, But hare and
today, the man has bid farewall
to mll elsa to keap his environ
mental crusade alive for bigeer
caisa of the society., Mt
Panchituls hased Captain
Suresh Sharmas, an ex-army ol
flzer and & kean photographer
aned raveller, wivo has coptinl-
ted himgelf to tho cause of na-
ture eonservation and snake
walfare since many years now,
Snakes are Captain Shar-
m's hest buddies, Such is his

bonding with this animal that
for thee last 15 years, e has de-
voted himself to cronting
awareness about the myths
and miseomeeptions nhoul
snakes and snake bites, and
alzo aboit the roele oFsnakes n
maintaining the ecological bal-
aneg, He has besn indefatipa-
by educating people in
sehiools, collepes and sometime
rondside shows io varieus
cltkes aoross India. He has de-
livered lectures in colleges like
1105, 11Ts, Punjab Engineering
colleges, various foreign em-
bassles and nmnerons schools
in the region.

People af the tri city are fu-
miliar with his Snake call, a
ane man mobils snake van that
Hat started in 1990 1o rescne
snpkes from howses, offices,
factories. This fearbads man
hes single-handedly canght
abioal 2000 snakes from the trl
city incluiding Cobia, Russel
Viper and Commeon Krait (the
diadiiest Indian snake),

*Bnakes are the most misun-
derstood animals in e warld.
1 am trying to dispel the myths,
Fear apd 'I:H.I:rud," SAYS [33.]_'.|t:1|.1!|
Sharma How many peaple
know that snakes do not have |

songe of hearing, s vizion
i two-dimensional and
ntomschromatic and if kien-
tifies its prey/anemyy
thirpepeh higmoveament? Da.
spitethis fact, about 0000
people dis every year due to
snake bit in Endia, Tt s be-
cause people panic and go
indo g frenzy thid gives
enough vibration to enakse
i idlenkily Eheir position.
He indforins that the best de-
ferce agiinst i snake attack
is to freeze and act dead, "But
even i you Nee, a anake can't
chase you," he adds, His web
glte waw snikecel Lorg has
everything one neads to lknow
ahout anakes and anakebites.
Positive minded as he is,
Captain Sharma never frets
over lack of financial help from
the povernment for nature edu-
cabion; rather he is raksing
funds om his own to comtinue
his wellare and slucation pro-
grammes, Heand Dir Indransil
Daig, & lendlng sclentist speckal-
izing in biodiversity, have
poaled topether thelr expertige
o establish Wildhizs Eoobours,
an NGO that arganizes wildlife
tours for peaple. Whateyer
money they raise, they use it

Daredevll Capt. Suresh Sharma

For Mature Conservation elucs: |
tion. They talee peaple to var:-

onis wild life centiries i Bndia,
forest ereas and educate tham

bt el environmental is-
Sles,

“MWotwithstanding all the fear
and revulsion attached to tham,
anakes are on tmportant Hnk in
il peological chain,” says he,
adding, "If that chain breaks
off, ther important eco-logical
syslem will shatter'

A Fine photographer, Shagms
iz an expert on snaks photogra-
phy, He % working on'a book
titled ‘Snake Bite and Common
Man' to foeward his cause. He
firmly believes that every indi-
wituels contribution is very
wital for conseovation efforts.

g aiTEe _#E ml

An eye opener for N GOs engaged in voluntary work

NEW DELH, ;ulr 17: (UNIL): A young of:
ficer, who lefta pmmlsm career in the
hm‘ly has launched & self-financing ven-
ture to generate funds to educate people
on ecological conservation.

At a time when “obtaining foreign
funds” and “accepting.donations” seems
to be the ub]!chve of a m)tmly of non-
Goverr tions, Captain
Suresh Sharma’s effort is an eye opener
for those engaged in voluntary work.

The die Fuud. wildlife enthusiast, wha
was a member of the Indian Peace Keep-
ing Force (IPKF) that went to Sri Lanka, is
not at all influenced by the' “changin
face” of NGOs where numerous perks anb

jother facilities are the order of the day.

Keeping in mind the. difficulties of

; gdlmb support for wildlife projects, C.s

harma, along with his friends st a
workshop at Ambala in Haryana under-
the name Ecosense Souvenirs. The souve-
nirs, all of them designed by him. include
a wide range of attractive paper-weights,
door knockers, bottle-openers, letter
boxes, jewellery, T-shirts and envelopes
are to be sold through nature clubs, asso-
ciations, NGOs and nature mops through-
out the couptry.

“The entire money generated th rmlgh
this project would be utilized for educat-
ing the people on ecological conservation
and 1o conduct scientific research,” he estin;
said, during his recent visit to the capital

tor explore the possibility of setting up of
‘similar units alq

aver the country.

Capl Sharma said that during thelast "
two decades muclichad been said about
‘credte awareness among the

masses about theimportance of animals
and plants, Yet, the consequences of envi-

‘ronmental imbalances are unfortunately

not as widely disseminated as desired,
partly due to lack of dedicated environ-

“mental education, au%};“rl for leaLl'ung,

mmmg and research besides a dearth of
1 to conduct these

“The'wildlife enthusiast said conserva-

tiom and education should not be imposed

on peo le. “The message has to be inter-

hat le want to listen to you

and are educat ted in the process,” he

|mpnr|ance of environment and.we hava

‘tu protect it at all cost. We are headi ing to- .

ward- i tal di

mental awareness is not created mong
the masses, thov\ery existence of human-
ity is in danger,” warned Capt. Sharma,
who left the Army in 1990.

Asked vrhy he quit the job, he saud 1
loved the Agmy, bhl with a regular job, [
could not have done all that | wanted to,
do for the cause of animals.”

After leaving the Army, Capt-Sharma
worked at the h- adras Crocodile Bank on
an ink. | project fy
organization. “| have also been engaged. -’
in informal research in the national parks
and the wildlife sanctudries, trying

make ‘out where have we'failed in mak-

ded by a US

ipeople aware of how they can con-
tribute in saving nature,” he said,

Capt:'Sharma’ sdid acﬂ\ulnes 1up-
re;:rred by Ecosense Souvenirs included

tures in schools, colleges and public
places, production and distribution of lit-
eratureand other aids todisseminate con-
_sefvation education amongst people, es-
r«:aaily.ch-]dnm through . video-

]ms. stickers and posters.

Hesud that he was willing to organ-
ize swareness free of cost for
any schools or colleges all over the coun-
try. They would also organize environ-
ment-onented ¢ titions among cﬁ
ﬂ.‘m\ such as paining, qu:z. and essay wi
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added.
" “Itis high time that we understand the
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From action on battlefront to saving nature, this
\rmy captam has come a long way on a caravar

Sulogna.Mehta

@timesgroup.com

akhapatmam: It is seldom
t you come across a photog-
her who tours the exotic,
>xplored parts of the count-
in a caravan of his own and
eads the message of nature
1servation by promoting tou-
m and photography But

ptain Suresh Sharma from

andigarh is an exception.

Having served in the Indian
my way back in the 1980s,
ptain Sharma left the Army
d devoted himself to pursing
» passion for photography
rrently, the renowned pho-
rapher is in Port City to add-
s enthusiasts on the eve of
rid Photography Day (Au-
5t19).

The specialty about Captain
arma is that he takes photog-
hers in a caravan called
wrus Truck’ for camping
i expedition to exotic locales

like Ladakh and Thar desert to
promotethe artof photography
as well as nature conservation.
This specialist in snake photog-
raphy also promotes the cause
of snake conservation and their
importance to the environ-
ment.

Earlier, he and wife Rajbir
Kaurdesigned another caravan
‘King Cobra’ as their home on

FINE MIX OF PASSION & PURPOSE: Captain Suresh Sharma's

caravan parked at an exotic location in Rajasthan

wheels. For the last 14 years, he
has clocked more than 1.3 lakh
km in King Cobra. To raise
funds for his conservation ef-
forts, he has now conceived the
‘green dot’ expeditions.
“Photography, especially on
wildlife, has changed my per-

ception about culture, life, peo-
ple and made me a better hu-
man being. During my days in
the Army: as part of the Natio-
nal Geographic wildlife filming
team[gotacheneetewmkm

which took me towards wildlif
photography;” says Captain St
resh, who has many works pul
lished to his credit, includin
twocoffee-table books ‘The Ind
an Army, An Hlustrative Ove:
view' and ‘Legacy of a Legend
MiG 21 in the Indian Air Force'

“Through my photograph
Iwanttohighlight thebeauty o
nature, especially despised an
dreaded

ofwhatynumtandwhmew
sleep. Photographers and fr:
vellers can also get a feel of n:

=

Mission: Educating
people about snakes

Capt Sharma is working on third documentary

.......................................... GURNEET BHULLAR e

HERE is, perhaps, not a single soul in the City who hasn’t heard of
T snakeman’ Capt Suresh Sharma. The sight of these reptiles might

give you jitters, but Capt Sharma enjoys their company all day-long
not only to earn his bread and butter but also thanks to his passion for ani-|
mals. The one-time Armyman, who has worked on two documentaries for
National Geographic channel, is now working fulltime on a project titled,
“Natural Education through Conservation”, through which he wants to
educate people about snakes, snakebites and remedies!

For the man who quit Army to devote himself fully to the protection and
conservation of the forever-deteriorating environment, it all started in
1989. “I was serving with the Army then. I took four months’ leave to work

OT SGRRED: ¥ & wii

ﬂbi Suresh o

S armao mth
snake

on the project titled, “Silent Valley and Indfan Rain Forests,” which bagged
four international awards and three national awards. Later, I worked on
two documentaries for National Geographic, USA, where I recreated nat-
ural habitats under controlled conditions, which is not possible in the wild
otherwise.” The first one was on the Indian Cobra while the second was on
rats, and how they are worshipped in the country,

Through his present project, he wants to educate people about snakesa
“Killing snakes will disturb the ecological balance. Environment conser-
vation should not be imposed on people, rather they should understand i
themselves.” His three-member team, which includes his wife, hims
and a helper, is working pmnstalengly in the completion of the project.
think we should be through in a year’s time. And no, it's not for money!
that I am making the documentary but personal satisfaction is what I
striving for.”

His mobile snake cell with a 24-hr service is pitching in to educate peo-
ple. “Whenever I catch a snake on a call from City residents, I lecture the;
on the spot 50 as to remove false netlons prevailing arneng people thaf ;
snakes are venomous.” '

Incidentally, Capt Suresh Sharma has also conducted leetures at IIM
Ahmedabad, NID, Ahmedabad and at the Canadian embassy on umptee
environment conservation issues like polythene menace, its disposal
reuse, fuel and electricity conservation. He strictly advocates non-use of
polythene bags. “No shopkeeper in the Cll}- gwes mea pebrthene hag whe 7
I visit the shep 38




Photo Essay of 10 pages by THE MAN - lifestyle magazine

CARAVAN
CHRONICLES

VIR MR IRE
VTR A SR
[LT

LAY FRNTIAE AN 1L IR kA FRTIAL AN L A

AR LI Y

RIS AR

A
PRI

Y AT AL

ST IR

THEUNTRAVELLED TALES

nemara sttt e

M g
[restrafpatipm enty

T LTI SPTTN LELAY

B A AL L



6 pages and center spread by OVERDRIVE magazine
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Fasten your seat belts, for a new idea is about to drive
you crazy; overlanding photo tour comes to India

Swati Goel Sharma

photo tour, where my role

Quick

= swati.sharmaZhindustantimas.com is of a mentor and guide,” .
says captain Sharma, OvVerview
hanks to the big whose photographs were s
idea of a former included in the coffee table Enncgpt A JORITLACN it
o B Lituse ; the wild, picturesque
army officer, book “The Indian Army: d th allth
India might gear  An [lusorated Overview” bl
; ; : gl help to record it on camera
up to travel the which the defence minis- :
new way ter had released in Promoter: Captain 1
In overland truck expe-  September 2007, Suresh Sharma (retired),
ditions, Captain Suresh Many of his photo- EXanmy, from
Sharma of Chandigarh graphs have also made it Chandigarh
hrings a new concept to to reputed newspapers, Vehicle: Overlander, a
the domestic market from  magazines, texthooks and truck made for rugged
Africa. He offers to let you  websites. His next coffee terrain, modified to
take on rugped terrain table book is about fighter become a self-contained

aboard a vehicle turned
into self-contained mov-
able world, with passen-
ger seats; kitehen with

aircraft MiG-21. In his
overland adventure ven-
ture Green Dot
Expeditions, the support

movable world, with pas-
senger seats; Kitchen with
food and water; space for
camping and leisure equip-

enough foods and water; of his wife, homoeopathic ment; luggaoe lockers;
gpace for camping and doctor Rajbir Kaur, has washroom and a complete
leisure equipment; lug- made the journey photo studio on board.

gapge lockers; and wash-
room all attached.

Sharma quit as short
service commission offi-
cerin the army only to get
into shooting with a cam-
era and travelling, his pas-
sions. “The tour will give
the travellers a thrill that
only going into the wild
can offer,” he says,
“Where else do you see a
wild elephant sloshing
its way across the water-
way.”

Besides the simple joys
of travel, passengers
explore unfamiliar cul-
tures and the excitement
of capturing rare photo-
graphs. "It i= an overland

smoother.

In the past three years,
the couple has detailed
every aspect of the expe-
dition and engineered
equipment to need. Push-
back seats, thick mat-
tresses under the on-
board roof-top prefabri-
cated tent canopies, an
LED monitor, and a
library are a few of the
overlander's many fea-
tures.

“The on-board outdoor
studio equipment eomes
handy to capture unar-
nounced delights such as
a camel trader cooking
food with family over sand
dunes,” says eaptain

Sharma, who has logged
more than -lakh Klome-
tres in the country in his
self-designed caravan (he
maintains a loghook ). OF
late, he delivered a talkin
New Delhi on “caravan
tourism: India by road”,
which the PHD Chamber
of Comemerce and
Industry had organised.
His first overland
expedition takes off
next month, to Kuily,
Teerthan Valley and
Manali, for 10 days. In
winter, the destinations
are warmer Rajasthan
and coastal India.

LODK WHO'S SHOOTING

“The joy of
traveling and
photographing

in places whose
existence most
people do not
know about is
beyond compare”

BETTER PHOTOGRAFHY

Capt Suresh Sharma at 52 years of age is an avid
traveler and an experienced wildiife photographer
who has traveled 1o diverse comers of the country.
He served as a Captain in the Indian Air Force till the
year 1990 before he decided to hang his boots and

switch 1o photography.

His first experiment with photography goes back
to his college days when film was still a costly affair.
It was his stint with the Indian Peacekeeping Force in Sni
Lanka that he went behind the camera again. Today, he
is known for his expertise in recreating the natural
environments of snakes so as to photograph them

might need, this vehicle is the perfect tool to experience

with artificial light. This stems from his love for snakes
as well as an effort 1o conserve their natural habitat.

the joy of the countryside with all the facilities of a
modern world.” He also conducts photography tours
and workshops that provides photographers, amateurs
and professionals alike, the opportunity to learn and
experience travel photography like never before,

To know more, wisit www.greendotexpeditions.com

—Written by Ketan Kundargi

e

o Photographing Unexplored Gorners of the Gountry

Maturally, his love for wildlife has resulted in several
wildife conservation programs across the country.
Suresh says, "In a bid to trave! to the most remote
regions of the country, | have a custom built caravan for
photography. Equipped with everything a photographer

& The pristine sand
dunes in the deserts
of Rajasthan are one
of Suresh’s favourita
destination to shoot at.
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Mesmerizing Locations are the result of hard work
by Capt Suresh Sharma
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